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ECONOMY

Maintaining 
value Reducing waste

Boosting 
competitiveness

Bringing 
economic, 
social and 

environmental 
gains
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New EU-wide rules 
adopted on waste 
management and 

recycling

• 22 May 2018

Strategy on 
Plastics adopted

•16 January 2018

New EU-wide rules 
proposed on single 

plastic products 

• 28 May 2018



By 2025 By 2030 By 2035
Municipal 
waste 55% 60% 65%

New EU-wide rules on waste management and recycling

Targets for EU Member States as they increase the reuse and 
recycling of municipal waste:

- by 1 January 2025 - separate collections of textiles and hazardous 
waste from households

- by 31 December 2023 - bio-waste is either collected separately or 
recycled at source (e. g. home composting)

This is in addition to the separate collection which already exists for paper and cardboard, 
glass, metals and plastic.



Specific recycling targets for packaging

By 2025 By 2030
All packaging 65% 70%
Plastic 50% 55%
Wood 25% 30%
Ferrous metals 70% 80%
Aluminium 50% 60%
Glass 70% 75%
Paper and 
cardboard 75% 85%



Plastics in Europe 
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Eurobarometer 2017

What do European think about plastics?



Smart 

Innovative

Sustainable 

The Plastics Industry 
of the future

ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES

SOCIAL 
INNOVATION

PROTECT THE 
ENVIRONMENT

What do we want to achieve?
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Slide on VISIONThe strategy presents a vision for a smart, innovative and sustainable plastics industry, with reuse and recycling activities integrated into production chains to bring growth, jobs and added value in Europe. A vision that will support more sustainable and safer consumption and production patterns for plastics, providing a fertile ground for social innovation and entrepreneurship, creating a wealth of opportunities for all Europeans.This strategy will also help protect our environment, reduce marine litter, greenhouse gas emissions and our dependence on imported fossil fuels.  �



A EUROPEAN STRATEGY FOR PLASTICS IN THE 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY
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NB: TRANSITION SLIDE  ALL AXIS TO BE DESCRIBED IN DETAILS IN NEXT SLIDES



all plastics packaging 
reusable or recyclable by 

2030

• Regulatory framework for 
biodegradable plastics

• Revision of directive on port 
reception facilities

• Curb microplastics pollution
o intentional added to products 

REACH
o unintentional release (tyres, textiles 

and paint)

• Stimulate design for circularity

• Better separate waste collection

• Boosting recycled content
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IMPROVING ECONOMICS/QUALITY OF RECYCLING The aim is that by 2030 all plastics packaging will be reusable or recyclable. This will be achieved by stimulating design for circularity, boosting recycled content, stimulating better separate waste collection. Plastics packaging today accounts for about 60% of all plastics waste generated in Europe every year. It is therefore paramount that we address this as a priority.Our aim will be to make it easier to trace process or remove possible chemical chemicals of concern from the recycling streams, thus ensuring a high level of health and environmental protection for EU citizens.Stimulate design for circularityBy 2030 all packaging plastics must be recyclable in an 'economic' manner Harmonised EU rules +/- 30% plastic packaging concernedBetter separate waste collectionGeneral requirement in the waste packageguidance to be developed by 2018Boosting recycled content  Higher recycling targets (waste package)55% by 2030 plastic packagingGeneral cap on landfilling (10% max by 2035) CURBING PLASTICS WASTE AND LITTERINGWe need to prevent plastic waste entering in our environment, be it on land or in the oceans. Single use plastic items constitute 50% of litter found on EU beaches. The Commission will look at prevention and substitution for single use plastics. Analytical work, including the launch of a public consultation, has already started to determine the scope of a legislative initiative on single-use plastics at EU level to be tabled by this Commission and following the approach used for light-weight plastic bags.Further main actionsA significant part of marine litter originates from sea-based sources, including lost and abandoned fishing gear, having a significant impact on the marine environment. The proposal for a new Directive on Port Reception Facilities we have adopted today goes a long way ensuring this waste is delivered to adequate port reception facilities, instead of being discharged at sea. In order to further reduce litter from the fishing sector, we are now assessing additional measures to prevent and possibly recover lost gearThe Plastics Strategy will also set up a clear framework for the use of biodegradable and compostable plastics, as there are some specific applications where these are useful. We have to get the biodegradability issue right so that, for example existing separate collection schemes are not cross-contaminated; or that biodegradability claims are clearly proven, which is in particular challenging in aquatic conditions with the risk to leading to more marine plastic pollution.Plastic is persistent. Once littered, it remains in the environment for centuries. Small pieces of it, what we usually refers to as "microplastics", pollute  our soil and waters, enter the food chain and float in the air we breathe. Potential health and environmental risks are not fully known yet, but it is clear that we need to start addressing this microplastics issue in a serious and integrated way.For these reasons, the Commission has started work to restrict microplastics intentionally added to products, e.g. in cosmetics or detergents. This address a source of microplastic pollution that can - and should - be easily and quickly prevented, as better alternatives do exist.For microplastics resulting from the use of products (e.g. tyres or textiles) or from primary plastic production (e.g. spills of pre-production plastic pellets), we envisage focussed actions linked to standardisation, labelling, possible regulatory measures, as well as increased capture through waste water treatment. For intentionally added microplastics, the Commission addressed a letter to ECHA in order to ask it to prepare an Annex XV dossier for a potential restriction.We will also tackle the so-called oxo-degradable plastics (see NEXT slide 14) which do not biodegrade in open environment but rather fragment in tiny pieces exacerbating the microplastics accumulation in soils and water and obstruct recycling of other plastics. Green claims on these plastics are not currently supported by evidence and can mislead consumers. Several Member States have already taken or plan to take actions regarding oxo-plastics. The Commission has started work with the intention to restrict the use of oxo-plastics in the EU. 



• Public consultation 
(Dec 2017 – 12 Feb 2018)

• Impact assessment

• Objective: legal instrument

REDUCING MARINE LITTER: 
ACTION ON SINGLE USE PLASTICS 

AND FISHING GEAR
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REDUCING MARINE LITTERWe need to prevent plastic waste entering in our environment, be it on land or in the oceans. Single use plastic items constitute 50% of litter found on EU beaches. The Commission will look at prevention and substitution for single use plastics. Analytical work, including the launch of a public consultation, has already started to determine the scope of a legislative initiative on single-use plastics at EU level to be tabled by this Commission and following the approach used for light-weight plastic bags.Public consultation ongoing. 



10 rivers contributing between 88% and 94% of the 
total land based plastic debris to marine litter

Source: Christian Schmidt et al.

Focus on key regions 



Why to address SUPs

• 70% covered of all marine litter: top 10 SUP (43%) + fishing gear (27%) 
• Source:

 Joint Research Center - European Regional Seas Conventions
 Marine Strategy Framework Directive

Most found marine litter items on European beaches



Targeted items SUP



Fishing gear: approach

• Main actions to be evaluated:

 Objective: reduce the risk that fishing gear gets lost at sea

 Incentive system: EPR / deposit scheme

 Design requirements / substitution

 Recycling targets



Options for legal 
instruments

• Use of existing legal instruments
• Ammendement/revision of existing instruments; and/or
• A new legal instrument

Considered to be the most efficient solution:

o Including all measures needed
o Flexible: allowing to add additional targeted items
o Easier for national administrations and business



Proposed EU-wide rules 
on single-use plastic 

products 

Proposal addresses:10 single-use 
plastic products and fishing gear

The new rules will introduce:

plastic ban in certain products for which 
alternatives exist

(plastic cotton buds, cutlery, plates, straws, drink 
stirrers and sticks for balloons)

consumption reduction targets

obligations for producers

collection targets

labelling requirements

awareness-raising measures



Awareness campaign

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aiDlHhYrmg
&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aiDlHhYrmg&feature=youtu.be


Thank you for your attention.

DG Environment: 
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/environment/index_en.htm
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