
Conservation Measures:
It is listed on Annex II of the Bern Convention and is protected by 
national legislation in a number of its range states. It is presumed to 
occur in many protected areas.

Geographic Range of species:
This species ranges throughout Italy south of the Alps, including on 
Sicily, Sardinia, and many other islands in the Tyrrhenian Sea, in 
extreme southern Switzerland, Corsica (France), and along the Adriatic 
coastal area from southwestern Slovenia, through western and 
southern Croatia and extreme southern Bosnia-Herzegovina to 
Montenegro (Serbia and Montenegro). It also occurs as isolated 
introduced populations in southern France, the Iberian peninsula 
(Spain and Portugal), Menorca in the Balearic Islands (Spain), on both 
sides of the Bosphorus in Turkey, Ile La Galite (Tunisia), and Isola di 
Lampedusa (Italy). It has been introduced to a number of sites in the 
United States, and may have been introduced to Libya and Tunisia. It 
ranges from sea level up to 2,000m asl.

Threats:
There are no major threats to this adaptable species. Localised or 
insular populations may be vulnerable by predation by cats or 
overcollection of animals. In general, this is considered to be a 
successful invasive species that can displace native lizard populations.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It is found in grassy areas, roadside verges, hedgerows, scrubland, 
woodland edges, inside pine plantations, vineyards, orchards, 
meadows, coastal dunes, parkland, urban areas, and on stone walls 
and buildings. It is an egg-laying species.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
It is a common species which may be increasing. In some places it is 
considered to be an aggressive, invasive species.

General Information

Family: LacertidaeOrder: Sauria

Taxonomic Authority: (Rafinesque, 1810)

Notes on taxonomy: This species is sometimes called Podarcis siculus, rather than P. sicula, on the basis that the generic name Podarcis is 
masculine (Böhme 1997). However, others consider the name to be feminine, a position that we are following here 
(Montori and Llorente 2005). It is possible that this is a complex of several species (Oliverio et al. 1998, 2000), but the 
differences noted could represent intraspecific variation (Capula and Ceccarelli 2003).
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Common Names:

11.4 Forest - Temperate
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