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at the

IUCN IV World Conservation Congress 

Expression of Interest for Women Entrepreneurs

Every four years, IUCN organizes the World Conservation Congress, the biggest and most diverse conservation-related event in the world. Its objective is to improve the way we manage our environment for human, social and economic development.

The central theme of the upcoming IV World Conservation Congress (5-14 October, 2008, in Barcelona, Spain), A Diverse and Sustainable World, will highlight the linkages between natural, social, cultural and economic diversity. The Congress will present the Legacy of Barcelona as a series of concrete solutions for our world to be truly sustainable in a matter of two decades. 

IUCN will use the platform offered by the World Conservation Congress to organize the International Women Environmental Entrepreneurs Fair. The Fair is an innovative and unique global opportunity, because it will make visible the economic, social and environmental inputs that women entrepreneurs bring to their countries and the world through their “green enterprises” (i.e., environmentally friendly). 

The Fair will also allow form the basis of a worldwide network of women green entrepreneurs, which will catalyze collaborations among different sectors, associations, regions and countries.

The International Women Environmental Entrepreneur Fair aims to: facilitate and strengthen women’s productive enterprises that produce or provide services that are environmentally friendly; and showcase women’s professional and business activities that go beyond regional borders and contribute to environmental conservation and the alleviation of poverty.

IUCN welcomes: 

	Innovative…
	ideas from any entrepreneurs of

	Women friendly …
	with the environment in the process of planning and production, which can be part of an initiative of

	Women entrepreneurs…
	as small, medium or large businesses, in community-based organizations and carrying out…



	Sustainable…
	productive initiatives: involving environmental, social, and economic factors in an integrated manner, with environmentally-friendly products and

	Doing Business…
	Through the sustainable use and conservation of natural resources, green services (i.e. ecotourism, recycling) or creative business, and has the potential to serve as inspiration to other women around the globe.


How to apply

If you are a woman that belongs to an environmentally friendly entrepreneurial group, if you can recommend one, or if you are sponsoring a group of this nature, please let us know and send us your application. It can be downloaded here in a Word file, or you can request it through the email address: womenfair@iucn.org  

A team of experts and practitioners will select the 50 finalists from all over the world that will be part of the first and largest International Fair of Women Entrepreneurs. Finalists will be announced in May 2008.

Completed submissions should be sent to womenfair@iucn.org   

Submissions will be accepted from November 2007 until April 30, 2008.

 Application Form
Please complete the form in full and send it to womenfair@iucn.org by April 30, 2008.

1. Contact details

	Title (Mr, Ms, Dr. etc.):
	

	First name:
	

	Last name:
	

	Position:
	

	Email address:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Fax number:
	

	Organisation/Business Name:
	

	Sector:
	

	Website (URL):
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	

	Postcode:
	

	Country:
	


2. Summarize the idea of your business/organization

	What is the basic idea behind your entrepreneurial business/organization? 

What exactly are you trying to achieve and how are you planning to achieve it?

(maximum 500 words)


	


3. Description
Please answer all the questions below in brief (bullet points are encouraged). Do not use more than two pages in total to respond to all the questions:
	a) In what ways does your entrepreneurial project idea address i) environmental, ii) economic, and iii) social concerns?

	

	b) Is your business locally driven and locally owned? How?

	

	c) The International Fair will display your products. Please indicate which products you would like to present (1)

	

	d) Please indicate if you have available resources to cover all or part of your travel and accommodation expenses in Barcelona, Spain

	

	e) Is there anything else of importance you wish to add?

	




� Please NOTE that IUCN will not be responsible for Customs Requirements.






