
Conservation Measures:
The species is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention and on 
Annex IV of the EU Natural Habitats Directive. It is protected by 
national legislation in France and Italy and is listed in the Regional 
Catalogue of Cataluña, Spain. The species is present in protected 
areas in Italy.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is native to the islands of Sicily (Italy), Malta and Gozo 
(Malta) (D. p. pictus), and to northern Algeria and Tunisia (D. p. 
auritus). The North African subspecies, D. p. auritus, has been 
introduced to southeastern France and northeast Spain (Girona 
Province), and is slowly expanding its range here. It has an altitudinal 
range of sea level to 1,500m asl (Sicily).

Threats:
Sicilian populations appear to be locally threatened (but not especially 
endangered) by a decline of traditional land-use, including 
urbanisation. Maltese populations are reported to be threatened by 
groundwater extraction.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It is present in a wide variety of Mediterranean habitats including open, 
sandy coastal areas, pastures, vineyards, woods and forests, often in 
dense vegetation close to waterbodies. It breeds in most types of still 
water habitats; sometimes present in marshes and brackish water. In 
Sicily, populations have been associated with irrigation channels, water 
cisterns, pipes and canals in cultivated areas.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
Introduced populations in Spain appear to be abundant and expanding 
their range. Further information is needed on the populations of the 
species over the rest of its distribution.

General Information

Family: DiscoglossidaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: Otth, 1837

Notes on taxonomy:
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Synonyms:
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Common Names:

11.4 Forest - Temperate
11.5 Forest - Subtropical/Tropical Dry
13.4 Shrubland - Temperate
13.8 Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
15.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 

(includes waterfalls)
15.2 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent/Irregular 

Rivers/Streams/Creeks
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)
15.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 

Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)

Country:Algeria 
Country:France 
Country:Italy 
Country:Malta 
Country:Spain 
Country:Tunisia 

2Cool Fields and Woods
2Crops and Towns
2Deciduous Broadleaf Wood
2Forest and Field
2Mediterranean Scrub
2Mixed Forest
1Seasonal Tropical Forest
1Succulent and Thorn Scrub
1Tropical Degraded Forest
1Tropical Rainforest
1Wooded Wet Swamp

Discoglosse à Ventre Blanc French

Discoglosse Peint French

Discoglosso Dipinto Italian

Painted Frog English

Sapillo Pintojo Mediterráneo Spanish
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Least Concern (LC)

Listed as Least Concern in view of its relatively wide distribution, tolerance of a broad range of 
habitats, presumed large population, and because it is unlikely to be declining fast enough to 
qualify for listing in a more threatened category.
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Other source of specimens:
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