
Conservation Measures
In place Needed

Conservation Measures:
None

Geographic Range of species:
Restricted to Lakes Megali and Mikri Prespa in north-western Greece, 
Albania and FYROM

Past PresentFuture
Major threats

Threats:
Water pollution, overfishing, and water extraction resulting in a 
reduction in water levels due to karstic nature of these lakes. Formerly, 
it was commercial exploited but the fishery has now ceased. There is 
also a potential threat of introduced species.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It lives in lakes and reproduces in May-June. It is pelagic visiting the 
littoral zone only for spawning. In Megali Prespa, it can also spawn in 
the tributaries of the lake.  It is short-lived and is heavily predated upon 
by fish-eating birds nesting there.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
Abundant, stable

General Information

Family: CyprinidaeOrder: Cypriniformes

Taxonomic Authority: (Karaman, 1924)

Red Listing

Notes on taxonomy:

Alburnus belvica

Code Description of threat Code Conservation measures

Country Distribution

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:
Formerly it was commercially fished 
species with an annual harvest of up to 500 
tons. It is no longer fished commercially.

Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Other forms removed from the wild:

Other source of specimens:

Utilisation of Species

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years: Unknown

Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years: Unknown

CITES: Not listed

Region: 1

Vagrant
Native - 

Presence 
Possible

IntroducedReintroduced
Native - 

Presence 
Confirmed

Extinct

Terrestrial Freshwater MarineBiome

Synonyms:

Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score

Common Names:

1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level
1.2.2 Implementation
1.2.2.1 International level
1.2.2.2 National level
3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology
3.4 Habitat status
3.5 Threats
3.9 Trends/Monitoring
4 Habitat and site-based actions
4.1 Maintenance/Conservation
4.4 Protected areas
4.4.3 Management

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.3 Extraction
1.3.6 Groundwater extraction
2 Invasive alien species (directly affecting the 

species)
3 Harvesting (hunting/gathering)
3.1 Food
3.1.1 Subsistence use/local trade
3.1.2 Sub-national/national trade
6 Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species)
6.3 Water pollution
6.3.1 Agriculture
6.3.2 Domestic
6.3.3 Commercial/Industrial
9 Intrinsic factors
9.9 Restricted range

15.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 
(includes waterfalls)

15.5 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over 8ha)

Country:Albania 
Country:Greece 
Country:Macedonia, the former Yugoslav Republ

1. Food - human
2. Food - animal
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Vulnerable (VU)
D2

This species is restricted to two connected lakes where it is at risk from the potential threat of 
introduced alien species.

Stable 31/10/2004
A.J. Crivelli

g
Possibly Extinct

Evaluator: Freyhof. J. & Kottelat, M.
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