
Conservation Measures:
This species is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention and on 
Annexes II and IV of the EU Natural Habitats Directive. It is protected 
by national legislation in many countries, occurs in many protected 
areas, and is listed in many national and sub-national Red Data books 
and lists. This species has been reintroduced to some sites in Sweden 
(Arnold, 2002), and in parts of this species range, mitigation measures 
to reduce road kill have been established.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is found in central and eastern Europe ranging from 
Denmark, southern Sweden and northern Germany eastwards to the 
Ural Mountains of Russia, southwards to the Danube floodplain, Turkey 
(Thrace and the vicinity of Adapazari [B.b. arifiyensis] in northwestern 
Anatolia), and the northern slopes of the Caucasus Mountains. It has 
been introduced to the United Kingdom (one colony in Surrey). It is a 
lowland species that occurs from sea level up to a maximum of 730m 
asl (in western Bohemia).

Threats:
In western and northern Europe the species is threatened by the loss of 
habitat through modernisation of agricultural methods, most 
significantly the drainage and/or pollution of suitable wetland areas. 
Recent declines in northwestern Europe may also be related to climate 
change. In Turkey it is threatened by urban development. Within the 
former Soviet Union destruction of wetlands is also the most serious 
threat, although industrial pollution and recreational activities also 
impact populations. Additional localised threats to this species include 
mortality on roads, entrapment in open wells with vertical walls, 
hybridisation and replacement by Bombina variegata and collection for 
the pet trade. However, at a global scale this species is not significantly 
threatened.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
Within Europe this species is associated with lowland areas of marshy 
or grassy wetlands, often along river valleys, with small, shallow, often-
temporary lakes and ponds. In the former Societ Union it has been 
reported from steppe, forest steppe, broad-leaved and mixed leafed 
coniferous forests, but it also inhabits open landscapes, using drainage 
channels as pathways for dispersal. At the southeastern margin of its 
distribution, the species lives in permanent freshwaterbodies in river 
valleys surrounded by an arid saline landscape (solonetz-solonchak 
complex). It is primarily an aquatic animal living in shallow (less than 
50 - 70cm depth) stagnant lakes, ponds, pools, swamps, peat bogs, 
ditches, flooded rice fields and quarries. It may occasionally be found in 
semi-flowing waters: springs, irrigation channels, rivers and stream 
pools and the water must generally be clear (for example in the 
Carpathian region, B. bombina lives in wetlands with clearer water than 
the congeneric Bombina variegata); however, near the southern margin 
of the range (such as southeastern Ukraine and the Krasnodar Region) 
the species often occurs in waters that have been polluted with 
industrial and agricultural chemicals such as settling and sedimentation 
reservoirs, rice fields, polluted ponds in rural and urban areas. The 
species breeds by larval development in pools with a good growth of 
sub-aquatic vegetation. Hybrid populations of this species with B. 
variegata have been recorded.

Species population information:
This species remains fairly abundant over much of its range (for 
example it is extremely common along the Danube floodplain and parts 
of the delta where it has benefited from increased irrigation), although 
many northern populations have declined (e.g., in Poland). The 
populations of this species in both Denmark and Sweden are low. 
Individual populations of this species may show significant fluctuations 
in numbers. There are no recent records from Greece, but its range in 
this country has not been surveyed for many years.

General Information

Family: BombinatoridaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: (Linnaeus, 1761)

Notes on taxonomy:
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1.1.1 Development
1.1.2 Implementation
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1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.1 Agriculture
1.1.1 Crops
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1Low Sparse Grassland
1Mixed Forest
3Moist Eucalyptus
3Montane Tropical Forest
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