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Conservation Measures:
This species is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention, and on 
Annexes II and IV of the EU Natural Habitats Directive, in both cases 
under Bombina variegata. It is known to occur in Parco Nazionale 
d'Abruzzo, Parco Nazionale Pollino and Parco Nazionale del Gran 
Sasso e Monti della Laga and is present in other protected areas.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is endemic to Italy, where it occurs south of the Po Valley, 
through the Appenine region, south to the southern tip of the italian 
mainland. It ranges from 20m up to almost 1,700m asl (in Latium).

Past PresentFuture
Major threats

Threats:
Threats to this species are presumed to include loss of wetland habitat 
to drainage for intensive agricultural purposes. In some places it may 
have very small populations (10 to 12 individuals), with a slight 
predominance of males; these small populations are highly subject to 
stochastic extinctions. This species might also be threatened with 
chytridiomycosis (Stagni et al., 2002), and further research into the 
possible impacts of this disease on populations of this species is 
needed. However, overall this species does not appear to be 
significantly threatened.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
The species occurs in shallow, unshaded pools in forests and open 
areas. Spawning and larval development takes place in these pools. It 
also occurs in modified habitats, such as low-intensity farmland, 
pastureland, ditches, irrigations areas, and ponds.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
It is common in suitable habitat.

General Information

Family: BombinatoridaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: (Bonaparte, 1838)

Notes on taxonomy: A number of authors consider Bombina pachypus to be a subspecies of Bombina variegata (Bologna et al. 2000; 
Bologna et al. 2003; Ohler 1997). The taxon was elevated to species level by Lanza and Vanni (1991) mainly through 
the use of preliminary electrophoretic data published in the form of a congress summary (Nascetti et al. 1982) and also 
on the basis of old morphological evidence (Vaccaneo 1931).
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1 Policy-based actions1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)

11.4 Forest - Temperate
14.4 Grassland - Temperate
15.4 Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)
15.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 

Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)
211.1 Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
111.2 Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
112.2 Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below 8ha)
112.5 Artificial/Aquatic - Excavations (open)
112.7 Artificial/Aquatic - Irrigated Land (includes irrigation channels)
212.8 Artificial/Aquatic - Seasonally Flooded Agricultural Land

Country:Italy 
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Least Concern (LC)

Listed as Least Concern in view of its relatively wide distribution, presumed large population, it 
occurs in a number of protected areas, and because it is unlikely to be declining fast enough to 
qualify for listing in a more threatened category.
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Other source of specimens:

Utilisation of Species

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years:
Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Possibly Extinct

1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.2 Implementation
1.2.2.1 International level
3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology
3.4 Habitat status
3.5 Threats
3.8 Conservation measures
3.9 Trends/Monitoring
4 Habitat and site-based actions
4.1 Maintenance/Conservation
4.4 Protected areas
4.4.2 Establishment
4.4.3 Management
5 Species-based actions
5.5 Disease, pathogen, parasite management

1.1 Agriculture
1.1.1 Crops
1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
1.1.4 Livestock
1.1.4.3 Agro-industry
8 Changes in native species dynamics
8.5 Pathogens/parasites
9 Intrinsic factors
9.1 Limited dispersal

Bologna, M.A., Capula, M. and Carpaneto, G.M., 2000, , , Anfibi e Rettili del Lazio, , , 160pp, Fratelli Palombi Editori, Roma

Guarino, F.M., Bellini, L., Mazzarella, G. and Angelini, F., 1998, Reproductive activity of Bombina pachypus from southern Italy, The Italian 
Journal of Zoology, , , 65(4), 335-342, , 
Vaccaneo, R., 1931, Ricerche sui caratteri morfologici dei Bombinator italiani, Bolletino dei Musei di Zoologia ed Anatomia Comparata della 
Università di Torino, , , (3)41(5), 1-47, , 
Nascetti, G., Vanni, S., Bullini, L. and Lanza, B., 1983, Variabilità e divergenza genetica in popolazioni italiane del genere Bombina (Amphibia, 
Discoglossidae), Boll Zool., , , 49(suppl.), 134-135, , 
Fromhage, L., Vences, M. and Veith, M., 2004, Testing alternative vicariance scenarios in Western Mediterranean discoglossid frogs, Molecular 
Phylogenetics and Evolution, , , 31(1), 308-322, , 
Di Cerbo, A.R. and Ferri, V., 1996, Preliminary data on the ecological observations of the Appennine yellow-bellied toad (Bombina pachypus) in 
Abruzzo, Central Italy, Naturschutzreport, , , 11(1), 91-99, , 
Stagni, G., Scoccianti, C. and Fusini, R., 2002, Segnalazione di chytridiomicosi in popolazioni di Bombina pachypus (Anura, Bombinatoridae) 
dell'Appennino tosco-emiliano, , IV Congresso della Societas Herpetologica Italica, a Ercolano, , , , , 
Lanza, B. and Vanni, S., 1991, Notes on the biogeography of the Mediterranean islands Amphibians, Atti Conv. Lincei, Roma., , , 85, 335-344, , 

Bologna, M.A., Capula, M., Carpaneto, G.M., Cignini, B., Marangoni, C., Venchi, A. and Zapparoli, M., 2003, , , Anfibi e Rettili a Roma - Atlante e 
guida delle specie presenti in ciuttà, , , 112 pp, Comune di Roma, assessorato Ambiente, Assessorato Cultura. Stilgrafica srl., Roma
Ohler, A., 1997, Supplement to the list of European Amphibians, , Atlas of Amphibians and Reptiles in Europe, Gasc, J.P. et al., , pp. 404-40, 
Societas Europea Herpetologica & Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle (IEGP/SPN), 




