
Conservation Measures:
The species is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention and on 
Annexes II and IV of the EU Natural Habitats Directive. It is protected 
by national legislation over much of its range and is present in many 
protected areas. Reintroductions of the species may be needed in 
parts of the range. There is a need to monitor population changes in 
this species, especially in the hybrid zone between B. variegata and B. 
bombina.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is distributed over much of central and southern Europe. It 
is generally present from central France through southern Germany 
and northern and western Switzerland, much of Italy, the Balkan region 
and the Carpathian Mountains. Isolated populations are present in 
northwestern Italy, Sicily (Italy) and Hungary, and its range in 
northwestern France is now severely fragmented. It is probably extinct 
in Belgium and some populations have been lost in the south of 
France. The presence of isolated populations in southwestern France 
(Medoc and Landes) requires confirmation. It has been introduced to 
the United Kingdom, but it is not known if the species is still present 
and is not mapped here. The species has an altitudinal range of 100 - 
2,100m asl.

Threats:
Populations of this species may be locally threatened by the loss of 
suitable habitat to urbanisation, road construction, industry (including oil 
extraction and transportation) and discharge of pollutants into wetlands. 
Additionally, it is reported that it is collected as bait by fishermen in 
certain regions and that it is occasionally collected in large numbers for 
both the pet trade and scientific use. The impact of collection on this 
species needs further research. At a global scale, the species appears 
not to be signifcantly threatened.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It can be found in coniferous, deciduous and mixed forests, bushlands 
and meadows, floodplains and grasslands. At low elevations this 
species lives in deciduous forests, at higher altitudes it is more often 
found in coniferous forests and highland glades. The species uses 
many types of wetland, including lakes, ponds, swamps, rivers, stream 
pools, springs (including mineral and thermal springs), puddles, 
reservoirs, gravel pits, ditches and even water filled wheel ruts. The 
breeding habitats are typically unshaded temporary pools within, or 
close to, woodland. The species can tolerate slight water pollution, and 
has been recorded at very high densities in areas of cleared woodland 
in the Carpathian Mountains.

Species population information:
The species has experienced some local extinctions and population 
declines (e.g., southern Switzerland, northwestern and southern 
France). However, over parts of its range such as the Carpathian 
Mountains, Poland and Slovenia, it is still common in suitable habitat.

General Information

Family: BombinatoridaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: (Linnaeus, 1758)

Notes on taxonomy:
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1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level
1.2.2 Implementation
1.2.2.1 International level
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2 Communication and Education
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3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
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