
Conservation Measures:
It occurs in many protected areas.

Geographic Range of species:
This very widely distributed African species ranges from Senegal to 
Nilotic Egypt, Sudan and Ethiopia, southwards to western Democratic 
Republic of Congo, northwestern Angola, Uganda and central-southern 
Kenya. The boundary between this species and Bufo gutturalis in 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania 
is poorly understood, and the map should be regarded as provisional. 
There do not appear to be records from Mauritania, Togo, Equatorial 
Guinea, Djibouti and Burundi, but it is likely to occur in these countries, 
and also in the northwestern part of Tanzania. Records from Eritrea 
predate the descriptions of B. asmarae and B. xeros, but it is possible 
that the species occurs in the western part of the country. Early records 
of this species from the Ghat region of southern Libya, Algeria and 
northern Niger are thought to refer to Bufo xeros and are not mapped 
here (see Schleich et al., 1996 for further details). It is introduced to the 
Cape Verde Islands. It occurs from near sea level up to 2,500m asl.

Threats:
It is a very adaptable species that is not facing any significant threats. 
In Egypt, the range of the species is increasing with the development of 
irrigation schemes (S. Baha El Din pers. comm.). It is collected in large 
numbers in Egypt (S. Baha El Din pers. comm.), and has been 
imported into Canada from Egypt as part on the international pet trade 
(H. Gerson pers. comm.). However, this is not believed to constitute a 
threat to the species.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It lives in both moist and dry savannahs, montane grassland, forest 
margins, and agricultural habitats, often in association with rivers. Its 
range appears to be restricted by increasing aridity, and in drier areas, 
away from permanent water, it is replaced by species such as Bufo 
garmani and B. xeros. Its occurrence is very patchy in the forest zone, 
and it even avoids secondary forest, but lives in degraded habitats and 
towns (including gardens) in the forest zone. It breeds in rivers, making 
use of shallow areas on the edges, away from the main current.

Species population information:
It is a very abundant species.

General Information

Family: BufonidaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: Reuss, 1833

Notes on taxonomy: Bufo chudeaui Chabanaud, 1919, which is known only from inadequate postmetamorphic material (rendering it a nomen 
dubium) from Mali could belong to this species (Tandy and Feener 1985).
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Conservation Measures
In place NeededPast PresentFuture

Major threats

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Code Description of threat Code Conservation measures

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:

Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Other forms removed from the wild:

Other source of specimens:

Utilisation of Species

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years: Unknown

Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Native - 
Presence 
Possible

IntroducedReintroduced
Native - 
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Confirmed
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FAO Marine Habitats

Major Lakes

Major Rivers

Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score

3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology
3.4 Habitat status
3.9 Trends/Monitoring
4 Habitat and site-based actions
4.1 Maintenance/Conservation
4.4 Protected areas
4.4.2 Establishment
4.4.3 Management

13 None

12.1 Savanna - Dry
12.2 Savanna - Moist
13.5 Shrubland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry
13.6 Shrubland - Subtropical/Tropical Moist
14.5 Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry
14.6 Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical Seasonally Wet/Flooded
14.7 Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical High Altitude
15.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 

(includes waterfalls)
15.5 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over 8ha)
28.4 Desert - Semi-Desert (no trees present)
111.4 Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
111.5 Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
111.6 Artificial/Terrestrial - Subtropical/Tropical Heavily Degraded 

Former Forest

Country:Mauritania 
Country:Niger 
Country:Nigeria 
Country:Rwanda 
Country:Senegal 
Country:Sierra Leone 
Country:Sudan 
Country:Tanzania
Country:Togo 
Country:Uganda 

13. Pets/display animals, horticulture

1. Whole animal/plant

Wild

1Dry Tropical Woods
1Dry Woody Scrub
1Hot and Mild Grasses and Shrubs
1Irrigated Grassland
1Savanna (Woods)
1Semi Desert Shrubs
1Urban
1Woody Savanna
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Least Concern (LC)

Listed as Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, tolerance of a broad range of habitats, 
presumed large population, and because it is unlikely to be declining fast enough to qualify for listing 
in a more threatened category.
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