
Conservation Measures:
This species is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention and is 
also listed on Annex IV of the EU Natural Habitats Directive. The 
species is protected by national legislation in Spain and is listed in the 
Spanish national Red Data Book. It has been recorded from Doñana, 
Islas Atlánticas de Galicia, and Cabañeros National Parks, Spain. 
There is a need to further clarify the distribution of this species and the 
related Discoglossus jeanneae.

Geographic Range of species:
The species is endemic to the Iberian Peninsula (Portugal and most of 
western Spain), where it is found at altitudes ranging from sea level to 
1,940m asl (Piedrahita, Spain).

Threats:
The main threats to this species are both a general intensification of 
agriculture and the introduction of predatory fishes and crustaceans 
(especially the Louisiana Crayfish - Procamabrus clarkii)  through much 
of the species range. Desertification is a threat to the species in the 
more arid parts of its range such as southern Portugal. Additionally, 
hydroelectric projects are leading to habitat loss in parts of Portugal. 
However, overall this species is probably not seriously threatened at 
present.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It is generally found within or in the direct vicinity of water (with 
surrounding dense vegetation), including still waters, swamps, 
mountain streams, drinking troughs and sometimes-brackish waters. 
The terrestrial habitats of the species occur on granite and other 
metamorphic rocks, and include sandy areas close to the sea, open 
areas, meadows, thickets, gulleys and woodland edges. The species 
breeds, and larval development takes place, within shallow permanent 
or temporary waterbodies. It is often present in slightly modified areas, 
such as traditional farmland.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
In Spain, it is abundant over much of its range (with the exception of 
the northeastern populations), while in Portugal the species may be 
locally abundant in fragmented populations.

General Information

Family: DiscoglossidaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: Capula, Nascetti, Lanza, Bullini and 
Crespo, 1985

Notes on taxonomy:
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Synonyms:
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Common Names:

11.4 Forest - Temperate
13.4 Shrubland - Temperate
13.8 Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
15.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 

(includes waterfalls)
15.2 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent/Irregular 

Rivers/Streams/Creeks
15.4 Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)
15.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 

Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)
110.2 Coastline - Sand, Shingle or Pebble Shores (incl. sand bars, 

spits, sandy islets, dune systems)

Country:Portugal 
Country:Spain 

Discoglossus hispanicus Lataste, 1879

1Marsh Wetland
1Mire, Bog, Fen

Iberian Painted Frog English

Sapillo Pintojo Ibérico Spanish
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