
Conservation Measures:
It is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention and listed on 
Annexes II and IV of the EU Natural Habitats Directive. The species is 
recorded in the national Red Data Book of Spain and is protected by 
national legislation. The species has been recorded from the Parque 
Nacional de Sierra Nevada. There is a need to further clarify the 
distribution of this species.

Geographic Range of species:
The species is endemic to isolated areas in southern, eastern and 
northeastern Spain. It has an altitudinal range of sea level to around 
2,050m asl (Granada).

Threats:
The major threat to this species is continued loss of habitat as a result 
of increased aridity throughout its range. It is also threatened by loss of 
suitable habitat (including fragmentation) to agricultural and 
infrastructure development. The species is particularly impacted by the 
loss, or contamination, of aquatic habitats (such as drinking troughs), 
and introductions of predatory fish and crustaceans, in particular the 
Louisiana Crayfish (Procamabrus clarkii) . Its populations are now 
fragmented in many parts of its range.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
This is a very aquatic species of open-areas, pine groves and 
shrubland associated with limestone or gypsum soils. The aquatic 
habitats include shallow pools, streams, springs, ponds and often-
artificial sources such as drinking troughs and drainage channels. 
Breeding and larval development takes place within the aquatic 
habitats. It may be present in traditionally farmed areas.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
It is generally more abundant in the south of its range, and is 
considered to be scarce in the north, although further surveys are 
required. Its occurrence is very patchy within its overall range, and it is 
believed to be in decline, principally due to increased aridity within its 
range. It is likely that isolated populations have recently become extinct 
along the Mediterranean coast.

General Information

Family: DiscoglossidaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: Busack, 1986

Notes on taxonomy:
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Synonyms:
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Common Names:

11.4 Forest - Temperate
13.4 Shrubland - Temperate
15.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 

(includes waterfalls)
15.2 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent/Irregular 

Rivers/Streams/Creeks
15.4 Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)
15.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 

Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)
210.2 Coastline - Sand, Shingle or Pebble Shores (incl. sand bars, 

spits, sandy islets, dune systems)
111.2 Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland

Country:Spain 

1Marsh Wetland
1Mire, Bog, Fen

Sapillo Pintojo Meridional Spanish

Spanish Painted Frog English
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Near Threatened (NT)

Listed as Near Threatened because this species is probably in significant decline (but probably at a 
rate of less than 30% over ten years) because its habitat is being degraded due to drought through 
most of its range, thus making the species close to qualifying for Vulnerable.

Decreasing

It is listed as Near Threatened in the Spain Red Data Book (Pleguezuelos et al. 2002).
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Red Listing

Code Description of threat Code Conservation measures

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:

Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Other forms removed from the wild:

Other source of specimens:

Utilisation of Species

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years:
Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Possibly Extinct
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