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In place Needed

Conservation Measures:
This species is not known from any protected areas. There is a need to 
protect this species with national legislation.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is endemic to southern Anatolia Turkey, where it has been 
recorded from Serik, Turbelinaz, Fersin, Dikmen, Manavgat, Gayi, 
Gollepe and Selge. It is present at altitudes of 190 to 1,500 m asl
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Threats:
This species is mainly threatened by its naturally restricted range. 
There is generally a low human population and little tourism in the area 
where it is found, and generally no habitat loss is taking place. It is 
potentially threatened by habitat loss caused by forest fires and by 
overcollection for scientific purposes.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
This species is found under stones in humid areas of pine forest. 
Animals are found in areas of limestone and are also found close to 
rivers. It has been recorded close to villages, but presumably does not 
occur in modified habitats. The species is viviparous, the female gives 
birth to one or two fully metamorphosed young after a long gestation 
period (around one year).

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
It is common within its limited range.

General Information

Family: SalamandridaeOrder: Caudata

Taxonomic Authority: (Başoğlu, 1967)

Notes on taxonomy: This taxon was formerly considered to be a subspecies of Lyciasalamandra lushchani. It has been elevated to species 
level, and assigned to Lyciaslamandra, by Veith and Steinfartz (2004).
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1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.2 National level
3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
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3.3 Biology and Ecology
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9.9 Restricted range

11.4 Forest - Temperate
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Endangered (EN)
B1ab(iii)

Listed as Endangered because its Extent of Occurrence is less than 5,000 km2, all individuals are in 
fewer than five locations, and there is a suspected continuing decline in the extent and quality of its 
habitat.

Decreasing

This species is part of a species complex that was formerly assessed as Salamandra luschani. The former assessment 
indicated that the species was threatened in Turkey by the development of the Turkish coastline mainly for the tourism 
industry (this includes urbanisation, road widening, and the removal of limestone rocks for construction purposes). In 
view of these concerns, the species Lyciasalamandra atifi is here listed as Endangered until its conservation status can 
be fully resolved during the forthcoming GAA workshop in Turkey, 2005.
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Red Listing

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:

Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Other forms removed from the wild:

Other source of specimens:

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years: Unknown

Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Possibly Extinct

Veith, M., Baran, I., Godmann, O., Kiefer, A., Öz, M. and Tunç, M.R., 2001, A revision of population designation and geographic distribution of the 
Lycian Salamander Mertensiella luschani (Steindachner, 1891)., Zoology in the Middle East, , , 22:, 67-82, , 
Veith, M. and Steinfartz, S., 2004, When non-monophyly results in taxonomic consequences - the case of Mertensiella within the Salamandridae 
(Amphibia: Urodela)., Salamandra, , , 40:, 67-80, , 
Weisrock, D.W., Macey, J.R., Ugurtas, I.H., Larson, A. and Papenfuss, T.J., 2001, Molecular phylogenetics and historical biogeography among 
Salamandrids of the "true" salamander clade: rapid branching of numerous highly divergent lineages in Mertensiella luschani associated with the 
rise of Anatolia, Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution, , , 18(3), 434-448, , 
Arnold, E.N., 2003, , , Reptiles and amphibians of Europe, , , 288, Princeton University Press, 

Baran, I. and Atatür, M.K., 1998, , , Turkish herpetofauna (amphibians and reptiles), , , 214 pp, Republic of Turkey Ministry of Environment, 
Ankara
Baran, I. and Ücüncü, S., 1994, The state of Mertensiella luschani in Turkey, Mertensiella, , , 4, 33-40, , 

, 1997, , , Atlas of Amphibians and Reptiles in Europe, Gasc, J.-P., , 494, Societas Europea Herpetologica & Museum National d’Histoire 
Naturelle, Paris
Griffiths, R.A., 1996, , , Newts and Salamanders of Europe, , , 188 pp, Poyser Natural History, London

Olgun, K., Miaud, C. and Gautier, P., 2001, Age, growth and survivorship in the viviparous salamander Mertensiella luschani from southwestern 
Turkey, Canadian Journal of Zoology, , , 79, 1559-1567, , 
Steinfartz, S. and Mutz, T., 1999, Mertensiella luschani (Steindachner, 1891) Lykischer Salamander, Kleinasiatischer Salamander, , Handbuch 
der Reptilien und Amphibien Europas. Schwanzlurche I (Hynobiidae, Proteidae, Plethodontidae, Salamandridae 1: Pleurodeles, Salamandrina, 
Euproctus, Chioglossa, Mertensiella), Grossenbacher, K.G. and Thiesmeier, B., , 367-397, Aula-Verlag, Wiesbaden
Thorn, R., 1968, Les Salamandres d’Europe, d’Asia, et d’Afrique du Nord, , , , , 376 pp, Éditions Paul Lechevalier, Paris

Özeti, N. and Yilmaz, I., 1994, Türkiye amphibileri, Ege Üniversitesi Fen Fakültesi Kitaplar Serisi, , , 151, 221, , Izmir

Veith, M., Steinfartz, S., Zardoya, R., Seitz, A. and Meyer, A., 1998, A molecular phylogeny of “true” salamanders (family Salamandridae) and the 
evolution of terrestriality of reproductive modes, Journal of Zoological Systematics and Evolutionary Research, , , 36, 7-16, , 
Başoğlu, M., 1967, On a third form of Mertensiella luschani (Steindachner) (Amphibia, Salamandridae)., Sci. Rep. Fac. Sci. Ege Univ. Bornova-
Izmir, , , 44, 1-8., , 

15. Sport hunting/specimen collecting

1. Whole animal/plant

Wild




