
Conservation Measures:
It is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention; listed on Annex IV 
of the EU Natural Habitats Directive. It is protected by legislation in 
Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia (Yugoslavia) and Israel. It is recorded in a 
number of national and subnational Red Data Books and Lists. The 
species occurs in a number of protected areas. It is protected in the 
Hyrcanian forests of Iran. There have been successful captive breeding 
and reintroductions of this species in Armenia. Conservation measures, 
such as habitat construction, are taking place in Israel. Further status 
surveys are needed in parts of its range or potential range (e.g., 
Albania, Moldova, Ukraine, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq).

Geographic Range of species:
This species occurs in the south-east Balkans, east to south-eastern 
Transcaucasia and northern Iran, and south to the Levant. In the 
Balkans it occurs in Greece, Macedomia, eastern Serbia, southern 
Romania, Bulgaria and Turkey. It occurs widely, but in scattered 
populations in Turkey. In Caucasian region it is found in southeastern 
Armenia, Georgia north to Tbilisi and Azerbaijan, north to southern 
Daghestan in Russia, and east to the Caspian coastal area of Iran. In 
the Levant it occurs in northern Syria and in the southern Coastal Plain 
[Ashdod] of Israel (the southernmost limit of its range), but it is probably 
extinct in Jordan where it has not been observed since 1984. It has 
been recorded from two sites in Lebanon in 2005; in the Hasbani 
Valley and in the Bekaa Valley near the Aammiq marsh. The species is 
also expected to occur in Albania, Ukraine and Moldova, but there 
appear not to be confirmed records from these countries, and records 
from northern Iraq require confirmation. It occurs from sea level to 
2,000m asl.

Threats:
It is generally threatened by habitat loss through drainage or loss of 
breeding wetlands and conversion of land to agricultural and industrial 
use. Threatened by habitat destruction (especially of breeding sites) in 
Jordan and Israel. In Iran it is threatened by Caspian Sea coastal 
development, including holiday homes and agriculture (rice). 
Fragmented populations are susceptible to extinction through 
population fluctuations, most especially within arid landscapes.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It is a largely fossorial species. Terrestrial habitats occupied are 
generally open uncultivated lands such as light forests, steppe (and 
steppe-like habitats), semi-desert and rocky areas. It is generally less 
selective than Pelobates fuscus in terms of soil preference, inhabiting 
not only soft soils suitable for a fossorial life (although they are 
preferred), but also solid, rocky soils, particularly friable clay with 
pebbles. Spawning sites include stagnant temporary waterbodies; river 
or lakeside temporary waterbodies and large permanent pools. It can 
occur in slightly modified areas, including intensively grazed areas.

Species population information:
It appears not to be a common species; although a number of 
populations are often highly fragmented and subject to significant 
population fluctuations especially in the south of its range. The species 
is uncommon in Serbia (Kalezic and Dzukic, 2001). It is relatively 
common in Iran, and populations are considered to be stable in Turkey. 
In Lebanon there are very localised but small populations. It is a 
threatened species in Israel. The species is possibly extinct in Jordan.

General Information

Family: PelobatidaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: Boettger, 1889

Notes on taxonomy: Further investigations into differences between populations of the species in Turkish Thrace (Pelobates syriacus 
balcanicus) and those of Seydişhir vilayet are needed (İ.H. Ugurtas pers. comm.).
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1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
1.4 Infrastructure development
1.4.1 Industry
1.4.2 Human settlement
1.4.3 Tourism/recreation
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