Pleurodeles waltl
Taxonomic Authority:  Michahelles, 1830

Synonyms:

Order: Caudata

Notes on taxonomy:

Region: 10

Common Names:

Gallipato Spanish
Pleurodéles de Waltl French
Sharp-ribbed Salamander English
Spanischer Rippenmolch German
Spanish Ribbed Newt English
Triton d’Espagne French
Triton de Waltl French

Family: Salamandridae

General Information
Biome

Terrestrial

Geographic Range of species:

This species is distributed in central and southern Iberia, and in the
coastal plain of northern Morocco. The populations of this species in
Iberia and North Africa are very fragmented (there is a small Area Of
Occupancy within the wide Extent Of Occurrence). The southernmost
populations in Morocco might be extinct (T. Slimani and El Hassan El
Mouden, pers. comm.). It is essentially a lowland species becoming
rare above 900m asl, although it may be found at 1565m asl in the
Sierra de Loja, Granada, Spain.

Conservation Measures:

There is a need to monitor vulnerable populations in northern and
eastern Spain and Portugal. It is listed on Appendix Ill of the Berne
Convention and is protected by national legislation in Spain. The
species occurs in a number of protected areas in Iberia. Captive
breeding of the species and habitat restoration projects are in place in
parts of Spain.

Species population information:

It is not abundant over most of its distribution, with populations being
more scattered and fragmented in the east and north of the Iberian
Peninsula. It is common in the northern part of Morocco. Some
population declines in this species have been observed, most

especially in eastern Spain. It appears to be in decline in Morocco, and

the southernmost populations are probably extinct.

Freshwater

[ ] Marine

Habitat and Ecology Information:

This is a highly aquatic species of Mediterranean type habitats
including scrub, open wood and cultivated land. It is generally found in
ponds, dayas, wadis, lakes, ditches and slow-moving streams (often
temporary in nature) with plenty of vegetation cover. The adults are
mostly found under stones or in mud in their aquatic habitats, or
sheltering under cover on land if the wetland dries up. The female
deposits around 1,500 to 800 eggs on plants and stones in ponds. This
species may be present in slightly modified aquatic and terrestrial
habitats.

Threats:

The species is generally threatened through loss of aquatic habitats
through drainage, agrochemical pollution, the impacts of livestock (in
North African dayas), eutrophication, domestic and industrial
contamination and infrastructure development. The species has largely
disappeared from coastal areas in Iberia and Morocco close to
concentrations of tourism and highly populated areas (e.g., Madrid).
Introduced fishes and crayfish (Procambarus clarki) are known to prey
on the eggs and larva of this species, and are implicated in its decline.
Mortality on roads (road kill) has been reported to be a serious threat to
some populations.

Native - Native -

Pres_ence Prese_nce Extinct Reintroduced Introduced Vagrant
Country Distribution Confirmed  Possible
Gibraltar (] (] (] (] (]
Morocco (] (] (] (] (]
Portugal (=] (=] (=] (=] (=]
Spain (=] (m] (=] (=] (m]

Native - Native -

Presence  Presence  Extinct Reintroduced Introduced
FAO Marine Habitats Confirmed  Possible
Major Lakes
Major Rivers
Upper Level Habitat Preferences Score Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score
3.8 Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation 1 Marsh Wetland 9
5.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 1 Mire, Bog, Fen 9

(includes waterfalls)



5.2 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent/Irregular 1
Rivers/Streams/Creeks

5.5 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over 8ha) 1
5.6 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes 1

(over 8ha)
5.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 1
(under 8ha)
5.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 1
Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)
11.2 Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland 1
12.2 Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below 8ha) 1
Major threats Conservation Measures
Code Description of threat Past PresentFuture Code Conservation measures In place Needed
1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced) 1 Policy-based actions

1.1 Agriculture

1.1.1  Crops

1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
1.1.4 Livestock

1.1.4.3 Agro-industry

1.2 Legislation

1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level
1.2.2 Implementation

RIEEFRRRIRIR]K]

RIKKIRIRIRI KR R]K]
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1.4 Infrastructure development 1.2.2.1 International level

1.4.1  Industry 1.2.2.2 National level

1.4.2 Human settlement 3 Research actions

2 Invasive alien species (directly affecting the 3.2 Population numbers and range
species) 34  Habitat status

2.2 Predators

4 Accidental mortality

4.2 Collision

4.2.2 Vehicle collision

6 Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species)
6.3 Water pollution

6.3.1 Agriculture

6.3.2 Domestic

6.3.3 Commercial/Industrial

6.3.4  Other non-agricultural

3.5 Threats

3.8 Conservation measures

3.9 Trends/Monitoring

4 Habitat and site-based actions

41 Maintenance/Conservation

4.4 Protected areas

4.4.1 Identification of new protected areas
4.4.2 Establishment

4.43 Management
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Utilisation of Species

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:
Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75%  51-75% 26-50%  <25% Other forms removed from the wild:
Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75%  51-75% 26-50% <25% Other source of specimens:

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years:
Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Red Listing
Red List Assessment:  Near Threatened (NT) [ ] Possibly Extinct

Red List Criteria:

Rationale for the Red List Assessment: Listed as Near Threatened because this species is probably in significant decline (but probably at a
rate of less than 30% over ten years) because of widespread habitat loss through much of its range,
and the effects of invasive species, thus making the species close to qualifying for Vulnerable.

Current Population Trend: Decreasing Date of Assessment: 12/17/2004
Assessor(s): Pedro Beja, Jaime Bosch, Miguel Tejedo, Paul Edgar, David Donaire-Barroso, Miguel Lizana, Ifiigo Martinez-Solano, Alfredo Sal
Notes on Red listing:
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