Rana latastei Region: 10
Taxonomic Authority:  Boulenger, 1879

Synonyms: Common Names:
Italian Agile Frog English
rana di Lataste Italian
Order: Anura Family: Ranidae

Notes on taxonomy:

General Information
Biome Terrestrial Freshwater [ ] Marine

Geographic Range of species: Habitat and Ecology Information:

This species occurs from the lowlands of the Padano Venetian plain of  The original habitat of this species is semi-hygrophilous forest; in

northern Italy and southern Switzerland (where it is restricted to a small  secondary habitats it is associated with humid deciduous wooded

area in Kanton Ticino), east to the Triestine and Istrian regions of areas, typically situated alongside small streams, rivers or lakes, with

northeastern Italy, with a few sites in Slovenia and Croatia. It is present  rich vegetation. It is present in Poplar plantations with thick understorey

from sea level up to around 500m asl, but sites at higher elevations are  and occasionally meadows (Arnold, 2002). It hibernates on land, where

unusual. it may occur up to a kilometre from water (Arnold, 2002). The species
breeds in permanent and temporary water in wooded areas, sometimes
including slow-moving rivers. It can occur in anthropogenic habitats
such as agricultural irrigation ditches, but only if these are close to
forest remnants for over wintering (Garner. pers. comm.).

Conservation Measures: Threats:

It is listed on Appendix Il of the Berne Convention, and is listed on This species is threatened by the destruction of much of the original
Annex Il and IV of the EU Natural Habitats Directive. It is protected by humid deciduous forests of the Padano Venetian plain and Istrian
national legislation in Italy, Switzerland and Slovenia and has been region by extensive agricultural development including drainage and
recorded in a number of national and Red Data books and lists. In ltaly ~ deforestation (with population fragmentation). Additional threats to this
it is present in protected areas. species are the introduction of predatory fishes, lowering of the water

table and aquatic pollution. The reduced genetic diversity in western
populations may be leading to greater vulnerability to emergent
pathogens (T. Garner, pers. comm.).

Species population information:

It is relatively abundant along some northern tributaries of the Po River,
with a few sites existing along southern tributaries. It is occasional and
localised in northwestern Italy and is more common in northeastern
areas. Some of the breeding sites in Switzerland may contain hundreds
of individuals. Populations of the species are generally larger in the
eastern parts of its range and population genetic diversity decreases
sharply from east to west by a factor of three. Populations located in
the western part of the distribution have a severely reduced genetic
diversity as measured at micro satellite loci, while populations located
in the east do not (Garner, pers. comm.).

Native - Native -
Presence  Presence Extinct Reintroduced Introduced Vagrant
Country Distribution Confirmed  Possible
Croatia (] (] (] (] (]
Italy (=] (m] (=] (=] (m]
Slovenia (] ] (] (] (]
Switzerland (] (] ] (] (=]
Native - Native -
Presence  Presence  Extinct Reintroduced Introduced
FAO Marine Habitats Confirmed  Possible
Major Lakes
Major Rivers
Upper Level Habitat Preferences Score Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score
1.4 Forest - Temperate 1 Deciduous Broadleaf Wood 1
5.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 1 Marsh Wetland 9
(includes waterfalls) Mire, Bog, Fen 9
5.2 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent/Irregular 2

Rivers/Streams/Creeks
5.4 Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands 9



5.5 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over 8ha) 1
5.6 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes 2

(over 8ha)

5.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 1
(under 8ha)

5.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 2
Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)

5.13 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Inland Deltas 9

11.3 Atrtificial/Terrestrial - Plantations

Major threats Conservation Measures

Code Description of threat Past PresentFuture Code Conservation measures In place Needed
1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced) 1 Policy-based actions

11 Agriculture 1.2 Legislation

1.1.1  Crops 1.2.1 Development

1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level
1.2.2 Implementation

1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
1.1.4 Livestock

1.1.4.3 Agro-industry

1.3 Extraction

1.3.3 Wood

1.3.3.1 Small-scale subsistence
1.3.3.2 Selective logging

1.3.6  Groundwater extraction

1.2.2.1 International level

1.2.2.2 National level

3 Research actions

3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology
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1.4 Infrastructure development 3.4 Habitat status
1.4.1  Industry 3.5 Threats
1.4.2 Human settlement 3.8 Conservation measures
2 Invasive alien species (directly affecting the 3.9 Trends/Monitoring
species) 4 Habitat and site-based actions
22 Predators 4.1 Maintenance/Conservation
6 Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species) 44  Protected areas
6.3 WaFer pollution 4.4.1 Identification of new protected areas
6.3.1  Agriculture 442 Establishment
6.3.2  Domestic 4.43 Management
6.3.3 Commercial/Industrial
Utilisation of Species
Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:
Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75%  51-75% 26-50%  <25% Other forms removed from the wild:
Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75%  51-75% 26-50% <25% Other source of specimens:

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years:
Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Red Listing
Red List Assessment:  Vulnerable (VU) [ ] Possibly Extinct

Red List Criteria: ~ B2abiii)

Rationale for the Red List Assessment: Listed as Vulnerable because its Area of Occupancy is less than 2,000 km2, its distribution is
severely fragmented, and there is continuing decline in the extent and quality of its habitat in
northern ltaly.

Current Population Trend: Decreasing Date of Assessment: 12/17/2004
Assessor(s):  Franco Andreone, Trent Garner, Benedikt Schmidt, Claudia Corti, Milan Vogrin
Notes on Red listing:
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