
Conservation Measures:
It is listed on Appendix III of the Berne Convention and on Annex IV of 
the EU Natural Habitats Directive. It is protected by national legislation 
in many countries and is recorded on a number of national and sub-
national Red Data books and lists. It is present in many protected 
areas. In parts of the species' range, mitigation measures to reduce 
road kill have been established.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is distributed over much of Europe, ranging as far east as 
the southern Ural Mountains of Russia. It is absent from the Iberian 
Peninsula (except for introductions to Spain in Cáceres [Villasbuenas 
de Gata] and unspecified localities in Galicia, Cataluña and Comunidad 
Valenciana), much of Scandinavia, central and southern Italy (exact 
distribution not known but thought to be replaced by R. bergeri) and the 
Balkans. It was possibly native (now extirpated) to the British Isles. It 
may occur up to 1,550m asl in southern parts of its range.

Threats:
It is threatened by habitat loss through agricultural intensification and 
urbanisation, channalisation of waterbodies, drainage and pollution of 
wetlands, and the introduction of predatory fishes to breeding sites. It is 
additionally threatened by afforestation (in northern parts of the range) 
and competition with the larger sympatric R. ridibunda. The frog-leg 
trade (which is increasing) and high levels of pollution are leading to 
significant declines in populations within Yugoslavia (Dzukic, 1996; 
Ljubisavljevic et al. 2003).

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It is present in deciduous and mixed forests, forest steppe, steppe, 
bush lands (e.g. riparian alder groves), meadows, fields and fens. It 
may often be found in shallow stagnant waterbodies (usually without 
fish) such as lakes, ponds, swamps, large puddles, clay and gravel pits, 
and ditches, often covered with dense herbaceous vegetation. It breeds 
in these wetlands, but may be found hibernating away from 
waterbodies. It is not very adaptable, but can occur in slightly modified 
habitats.

Species population information:
Although this species is reported to be declining over much of its 
European range (Gasc et al., 1997), it remains widespread and 
common in Poland, the Baltic Republics, Moldova, Russia and the 
Ukraine.

General Information

Family: RanidaeOrder: Anura

Taxonomic Authority: Camerano, 1882

Notes on taxonomy:
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Conservation Measures
In place NeededPast PresentFuture
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ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Code Description of threat Code Conservation measures
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Confirmed
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FAO Marine Habitats

Major Lakes
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Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score

1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level
1.2.1.3 Sub-national level
1.2.2 Implementation
1.2.2.1 International level
1.2.2.2 National level
3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.1 Agriculture
1.1.1 Crops
1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
1.1.4 Livestock
1.1.4.3 Agro-industry
1.4 Infrastructure development
1.4.2 Human settlement
2 Invasive alien species (directly affecting the 

species)
2.2 Predators
6 Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species)
6.3 Water pollution
6.3.1 Agriculture

11.4 Forest - Temperate
13.4 Shrubland - Temperate
14.4 Grassland - Temperate
25.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 

(includes waterfalls)
25.2 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent/Irregular 

Rivers/Streams/Creeks
15.4 Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
15.5 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over 8ha)
15.6 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes 

(over 8ha)
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)
15.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 

Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)
15.13 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Inland Deltas
111.1 Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
111.2 Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
111.3 Artificial/Terrestrial - Plantations
211.4 Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
111.5 Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
112.1 Artificial/Aquatic - Water Storage Areas (over 8ha)
112.2 Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below 8ha)
112.3 Artificial/Aquatic - Aquaculture Ponds
212.5 Artificial/Aquatic - Excavations (open)
212.6 Artificial/Aquatic - Wastewater Treatment Areas
212.8 Artificial/Aquatic - Seasonally Flooded Agricultural Land
213 Introduced vegetation

Country:Spain 
Country:Sweden 
Country:Switzerland 
Country:Ukraine 
Country:United Kingdom
Country:Serbia and Montenegro

1Broadleaf Forest
1Conifer Forest
1Cool Broadleaf Forest
1Cool Conifer Forest
1Cool Crops and Towns
2Cool Fields and Woods
1Cool Forest and Field
1Cool Mixed Forest
1Crops and Towns
1Crops, Grass, Shrubs
1Deciduous Broadleaf Wood
1Fields and Woody Savanna
1Forest and Field
2Grass Crops
2Low Sparse Grassland
1Marsh Wetland
1Mire, Bog, Fen
1Mixed Forest
1Small Leaf Mixed Woods
1Urban
2Woody Savanna
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