
Conservation Measures:
The species is listed on Appendix II of the Berne Convention and is 
protected by national legislation over parts of its range (eg. Romania). 
It is present in a number of protected areas. In parts of this species 
range, mitigation measures to reduce road kill have been established.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is found in lowlands of the Tisza and Danube River 
systems from eastern Austria, extrem southern Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary, northern Croatia, extreme northern Bosnia-
Herzegovina, northern Serbia and western Romania, eastwards to 
Transcarpathian Plain in southern Romania, northern Bulgaria, 
southern Moldova (the lower reaches of the Prut River), and extreme 
southern Odesskaya Province (Ukraine). Animals from northeastern 
Slovenia (the Mura River) are hybrid forms with Triturus carnifex. It is 
generally found in lowland areas below 300m asl.

Threats:
The main threats to the species are rapid anthropogenic destruction 
(drainage and damming) and pollution of its wetland habitats 
(especially floodplains). This species is often found in hybrid 
populations with other crested newt species at the edge of its range. In 
the southern part of its range, there has been loss of breeding habitats 
in recent years due to decreased spring rains, perhaps as a result of 
global climate change.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
The species is found in open habitats with mixed deciduous forests and 
groves, bushlands, flooded meadows and swamps; agricultural 
landscapes and villages; riparian groves in the steppe regions. It may in 
some instances be strictly aquatic. Reproduction takes place in small 
ponds with stagnant water, channels, ditches and flooded quarries. The 
species may coexist with fish in oxbows, river margins and other non-
temporary waterbodies. May occur in disturbed habitats including those 
close to human settlement (Griffiths, 1996).

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
In general, populations of this species are rapidly declining through 
habitat loss.

General Information

Family: SalamandridaeOrder: Caudata

Taxonomic Authority: (Kiritzescu, 1903)

Notes on taxonomy: The exact ranges of members of the Triturus cristatus superspecies are unclear in the central Balkans.
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Major threats

Red List Assessment:
Red List Criteria:
Rationale for the Red List Assessment:

Near Threatened (NT)

Listed as Near Threatened because this species is in significant decline (but probably at a rate of 
less than 30% over ten years) because of widespread habitat loss through much of its range, thus 

Red Listing

Code Description of threat Code Conservation measures

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:

Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Other forms removed from the wild:

Other source of specimens:

Utilisation of Species

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years:
Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Possibly Extinct

1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level
1.2.2 Implementation
1.2.2.1 International level
1.2.2.2 National level
2 Communication and Education
2.2 Awareness
3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology
3.4 Habitat status
3.5 Threats
3.7 Cultural relevance
3.8 Conservation measures
3.9 Trends/Monitoring
4 Habitat and site-based actions
4.1 Maintenance/Conservation
4.4 Protected areas
4.4.2 Establishment
4.4.3 Management
5 Species-based actions
5.1 Re-introductions

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.1 Agriculture
1.1.1 Crops
1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
1.1.4 Livestock
1.1.4.3 Agro-industry
1.3 Extraction
1.3.1 Mining
1.4 Infrastructure development
1.4.1 Industry
1.4.2 Human settlement
6 Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species)
6.1 Atmospheric pollution
6.1.1 Global warming/oceanic warming
6.3 Water pollution
6.3.1 Agriculture
6.3.2 Domestic
6.3.3 Commercial/Industrial
6.3.4 Other non-agricultural
6.3.7 Sediment
7 Natural disasters
7.1 Drought
9 Intrinsic factors
9.3 High juvenile mortality
9.5 Low densities

15.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 
(includes waterfalls)

15.2 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent/Irregular 
Rivers/Streams/Creeks

25.4 Wetlands (inland) - Bogs, Marshes, Swamps, Fens, Peatlands
25.5 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Lakes (over 8ha)
15.6 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater Lakes 

(over 8ha)
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)
15.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 

Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)
111.1 Artificial/Terrestrial - Arable Land
111.2 Artificial/Terrestrial - Pastureland
211.4 Artificial/Terrestrial - Rural Gardens
911.5 Artificial/Terrestrial - Urban Areas
112.2 Artificial/Aquatic - Ponds (below 8ha)
912.5 Artificial/Aquatic - Excavations (open)
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making the species close to qualifying for Vulnerable.
Decreasing

There are distinct subspecies to the east and west of the Iron Gates of the Danube that may require conservation 
attention (D. Cogalniceanu, pers. comm.).
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