
Conservation Measures
In place Needed

Conservation Measures:
Much of its range is within a State Forest protected area. There is 
some public education through a local snake park.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is limited to the Troodos massif and foothills of western 
Cyprus. It ranges from around 500 to 1,400m asl.

Past PresentFuture
Major threats

Threats:
It is generally threatened by persecution by local people and tourists, 
and through ongoing logging of forest habitat in the Troodos Mountains.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
This snake can be found in humid areas with dense bushes, close to 
water or within forests. Irregularly feeds on amphibians, and may be 
found close to dams and similar areas where prey are often more 
abundant.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
It is an uncommon species.

General Information

Family: ColubridaeOrder: Ophidia

Taxonomic Authority: (Schätti, 1985)

Notes on taxonomy: This species is included in Hierophis following Utiger and Schätti (2004).

Hierophis cypriensis
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Synonyms:

Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score

Common Names:

2 Communication and Education
2.2 Awareness
3 Research actions
3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology
3.5 Threats
3.8 Conservation measures
3.9 Trends/Monitoring
4 Habitat and site-based actions
4.1 Maintenance/Conservation
4.4 Protected areas
4.4.2 Establishment
4.4.3 Management

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.3 Extraction
1.3.3 Wood
1.3.3.2 Selective logging
5 Persecution
5.2 Other

11.4 Forest - Temperate
13.8 Shrubland - Mediterranean-type Shrubby Vegetation
15.7 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Freshwater Marshes/Pools 

(under 8ha)
15.8 Wetlands (inland) - Seasonal/Intermittent Freshwater 

Marshes/Pools (under 8ha)
112.1 Artificial/Aquatic - Water Storage Areas (over 8ha)

Country:Cyprus 

Cyprus Whip Snake English

Zypern-Schlanknatter English
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Endangered (EN)
B1ab(iii)

Listed as Endangered because its Extent of Occurrence is less than 5,000 km2, all individuals are in 
fewer than five locations, and there is continuing decline in the extent and quality of its habitat.

Decreasing 12/17/2004
Wolfgang Böhme, Petros Lymberakis, Pierre-André Crochet
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Other source of specimens:

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years:
Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES:

Possibly Extinct

Nagy, Z.T., Schmidtler, J.F., Joger, U. and Wink, M., 2003, Systematik der Zwergnattern (Reptilia: Colubridae: Eirenis) und verwandter Gruppen 
anhand von DNA-Sequenzen und morphologischen Daten., Salamandra, , , 39(3/4), 149-168, , 
Schätti, B., 1985, Eine neue Zornnatter aus Zypern, Coluber cypriensis n. sp. (Reptilia, Serpentes, Colubridae)., Revue Suisse de Zoologie, , , 
92(2), 471-477, , 
Schätti, B. and Wilson, L.D., 1986, Coluber Linnaeus. Holarctic racers., Catalogue of American Amphibians and Reptiles, , , No. 399 1986:, 1-4, , 

Böhme, W. and Wiedl, H., 1994, Status and zoogeography of the herpetofauna of Cyprus, with taxonomic and natural history notes on selected 
species (genera Rana, Coluber, Natrix, Vipera)., Zoology in the Middle East, , , 10, 31-52, , 
Council of Europe, 1996, Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats. Standing Committee 15th meeting, 
Strasbourg, 22-26 January, 1996., Report: T-PVS (96), , , 23, , , 
Council of Europe, 1996, Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats. Standing Committee 16th meeting, 
Strasbourg, 10 January, 1996., Report T-PVS(96), , , 4, , , 
Utiger, U. and Schätti, B., 2004, Morphology and phylogenetic relationships of the Cyprus racer, Hierophis cypriensis, and the systematic status 
of Coluber gemonensis gyarosensis Mertens (Reptilia: Squamata: Colubrinae)., Rev. suisse zool., , , 111 (1):, 225-238, , 




