
Conservation Measures
In place Needed

Conservation Measures:
This species is listed on Annex II of the Bern Convention, and it occurs 
in a number of protected areas in the Cantabrian Mountains. It occurs 
in the Serra da Estrela Natural Park in Portugal. The development of 
an action plan has begun in Portugal.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is present in the Cantabrian Mountains and in Galicia in 
northwestern Spain, and in the Serra da Estrela in central Portugal. Its 
populations are severely fragmented. It ranges from sea-level in Galicia 
to 2,000m asl.

Past PresentFuture
Major threats

Threats:
The populations of this species are highly fragmented and threatened 
by habitat loss due to agriculture, silviculture and tourism. Populations 
in Galicia have been declining through the habitat loss to fire, and the 
loss of suitable rocky areas.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
In most places, this is a mountainous species often found close to the 
tree-line in damp habitats, where it can be found in areas of scrub and 
boulders. In Galicia it also occurs in lowland forest close to the sea, 
sometimes close to streams. The females lay three to ten eggs in a 
clutch and may have one to three clutches annually.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
It can occur at high densities where the habitat is suitable, but it is very 
localised. Some populations are in decline.

General Information

Family: LacertidaeOrder: Sauria

Taxonomic Authority: (Boulenger, 1905)

Notes on taxonomy: Iberolacerta cyreni and Iberolacerta martinezricai are now separated as distinct species from Iberolacerta monticola 
(Mayer and Arribas 1996) and mitochondrial DNA (Mayer and Arribas 2003; Carranza et al. 2004a; Crochet et al. 2004). 
This species was formerly included in the genus Lacerta, but is now included in Iberolacerta, following Carranza et al. 
(2004), and based on evidence from Arribas (1998, 1999), Carranza et al. (2004), Harris et al. (1998) and Mayer and 
Arribas (2003).

Iberolacerta monticola
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IntroducedReintroduced
Native - 

Presence 
Confirmed

Extinct

Major Lakes

Major Rivers

Terrestrial Freshwater MarineBiome

Synonyms:
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Common Names:

1 Policy-based actions
1.1 Management plans
1.1.1 Development
1.1.2 Implementation
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.1 Agriculture
1.1.1 Crops
1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
1.1.3 Non-timber plantations
1.1.3.2 Large-scale
1.4 Infrastructure development

11.5 Forest - Subtropical/Tropical Dry
13.4 Shrubland - Temperate
25.1 Wetlands (inland) - Permanent Rivers/Streams/Creeks 

(includes waterfalls)
16 Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)

Country:Portugal 
Country:Spain 

Iberian Rock Lizard English

Iberische Gebirgseidechse German

Lagartija Serrana Spanish

Lagartixa de montanha Portuguese
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Vulnerable (VU)
B1ab(iii)

Listed as Vulnerable because its Extent of Occurrence is less than 20,000 km2, its distribution is 
severely fragmented, and there is continuing decline in the extent and quality of its habitat.

Decreasing 12/17/2004
Valentin Pérez-Mellado, Paulo Sá-Sousa, Rafael Marquez

Red Listing

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:
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Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%
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Other source of specimens:
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