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Conservation Measures:
It is listed on Annex III of the Bern Convention and is present in a 
number of protected areas. It is protected by national legislation in 
Switzerland.

Geographic Range of species:
This species is restricted to western and southwestern Germany 
(where its populations are isolated from the main range), southwestern 
and southern Switzerland, most of France (except parts of the 
northeast), Monaco, most of Italy, western Slovenia, western Croatia, 
southern Austria, and northern Spain. It has been introduced to Kansas 
in the United States. It is present on the islands of Elba and Sicily 
(Italy) and Jersey in the Channel Islands (United Kingdom) (and is 
introduced on Guernsey). It is present from sea level up to 2,160m asl.

Threats:
It is threatened by habitat loss through the loss of suitable habitat to 
intensive cultivation, overstocking of cattle, burning of scrubland and 
groves, and pesticide contamination. In northern Italy  the species has 
been known to hybridize with Lacerta viridis.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
It is found in damp areas with dense vegetation within scrubland and 
forests (deciduous and mixed).  It is also found at woodland edges, and 
close to fences and hedges in traditionally cultivated land. It is an egg-
laying species.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
It can be a common species. Populations may be locally declining, 
especially  in the north of the species range.

General Information

Family: LacertidaeOrder: Sauria

Taxonomic Authority: Daudin, 1802

Notes on taxonomy: We follow the recent tendency to treat this as a species distinct from Lacerta viridis, but its specific status is only weakly 
supported by genetic data (Amann et al. 1997; Mayer and Beyerlein 2002). The currently accepted taxonomy of the 
viridis-bilineata complex requires further research (Crochet and Dubois 2004).
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Least Concern (LC)

Listed as Least Concern in view of its wide distribution, presumed large population, and because it is 
unlikely to be declining fast enough to qualify for listing in a more threatened category.

Decreasing

This species is categorised as Vulnerable in Switzerland (Monney and Meyer, 2005)
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Red Listing

Code Description of threat Code Conservation measures

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:

Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Other forms removed from the wild:

Other source of specimens:

Utilisation of Species

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years:
Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES:

Possibly Extinct

1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development
1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.2 Implementation
1.2.2.1 International level
3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
4 Habitat and site-based actions
4.1 Maintenance/Conservation
4.4 Protected areas
4.4.2 Establishment
4.4.3 Management

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.1 Agriculture
1.1.1 Crops
1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming
1.1.4 Livestock
1.1.4.3 Agro-industry
1.7 Fires
6 Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species)
6.2 Land pollution
6.2.1 Agriculture
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