
Conservation Measures:
This species is listed on Annex II of the Bern Convention, and on 
Annex IV of the European Union Habitat and Species Directive. It has 
been recorded from many protected areas. There is a need to 
conserve genetically isolated populations especially in the north of the 
species range.

Geographic Range of species:
This species ranges from eastern Germany, the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia, Hungary, eastern Austria, and Slovenia, east to Romania, 
Moldova and southern Ukraine, southwards into the Balkan Peninsula 
in Croatia (including some Adriatic islands), Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Serbia and Montenegro, Macedonia, Albania and Greece (including 
some Aegean islands, and excluding the Peloponnese). It is also 
present in Turkey, where it is largely distributed in the area of Marmara 
and along the Black Sea coastal region. The species is now extinct in 
Poland (Bartosz Borczyk pers. comm.). It has been introduced to 
Kansas in the United States. It is found from sea level up to 2,130m asl.

Threats:
There appear to be no major threats to this wide ranging species. It is 
locally threatened in parts of its range, especially in the north, by 
general habitat loss, afforestation of suitable sites and predation by 
cats.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
Animals are generally encountered in bushy vegetation at woodland 
and field edges, within open woodlands, forested areas and shrubland, 
hedgerows, and in overgrown areas and cultivated land. It takes refuge 
in bushes and burrows. In northern Germany the species is confined to 
sandy open heathland habitats. The females lay five to 23 eggs in a 
clutch.

Species population information:
It can be a common species. Populations at the northern edge of the 
species range may be declining.

General Information

Family: LacertidaeOrder: Sauria

Taxonomic Authority: (Laurenti, 1768)

Notes on taxonomy: We follow the recent tendency to treat Lacerta viridis and L. bilineata as separate species, but this is only weakly 
supported by genetic data (Amann et al., 1997; Mayer and Beyerlein, 2002). The currently accepted taxonomy of the 
viridis-bilineata complex requires further research (Crochet and Dubois, 2004).
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