
Conservation Measures
In place Needed

Conservation Measures:
It occurs in Dana Wildlife Reserve in Jordan, and in a reserve in the 
Santa Catarina area of Sinai in Egypt.

Geographic Range of species:
This species has been recorded from only four areas: part of the 
northern Negev Desert (Israel), the area of Petra (Jordan), the Santa 
Catarina area of the southern Sinai Peninsula (Egypt), and the Gebel 
Maghara in northern Sinai (Egypt). It occurs at least up to 1,500m 
(Sinai).

Past PresentFuture
Major threats

Threats:
Overall, the species is presumably intrinsically at risk because of its 
fragmented distribution. In Egypt it is threatened by overgrazing, 
quarrying, collection of firewood, accidental mortality on roads and 
overcollection for scientific purposes. The threats to this species in 
Israel are not known.

Habitat and Ecology Information:
The species is found in desert steppe areas, with between 100 and 150 
mm annual precipitation. It generally inhabits rocky hills and sandstone 
cliffs. It is an egg-laying species.

ScoreUpper Level Habitat Preferences

Species population information:
It is rare and localised species, and it is not frequently recorded.

General Information

Family: ColubridaeOrder: Ophidia

Taxonomic Authority: Schmidt and Marx, 1956

Notes on taxonomy: Animals from Jordan might belong to a separate subspecies. More taxonomic work is needed on the fragmented 
populations of this species.
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Synonyms:
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Common Names:

3 Research actions
3.1 Taxonomy
3.2 Population numbers and range
3.3 Biology and Ecology
3.4 Habitat status
3.5 Threats
3.8 Conservation measures
3.9 Trends/Monitoring
4 Habitat and site-based actions
4.1 Maintenance/Conservation
4.4 Protected areas
4.4.2 Establishment

1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
1.1 Agriculture
1.1.4 Livestock
1.1.4.1 Nomadic
1.3 Extraction
1.3.1 Mining
1.3.3 Wood
1.3.3.1 Small-scale subsistence
3 Harvesting (hunting/gathering)
3.5 Cultural/scientific/leisure activities
3.5.3 Regional/international trade
4 Accidental mortality

23.5 Shrubland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry
24.5 Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry
16 Rocky areas (eg. inland cliffs, mountain peaks)
28.1 Desert - Hot
18.4 Desert - Semi-Desert (no trees present)

Country:Egypt 
Country:Israel 
Country:Jordan 
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Endangered (EN)
B1ab(iii)

Listed as Endangered because its Extent of Occurrence is less than 5,000 km2, its distribution is 
severely fragmented, and there is continuing decline in the extent and quality of its habitat in Egypt.

Decreasing 12/17/2004
Ahmad Mohammed Mousa Disi, Yehudah Werner, Sherif Baha El Din

Red Listing

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:

Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75% 51-75% 26-50% <25%

Other forms removed from the wild:

Other source of specimens:

Utilisation of Species

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years: Stable

Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Possibly Extinct

4.4.3 Management4.2 Collision
4.2.2 Vehicle collision
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