Trapelus savignii
Taxonomic Authority:  (Duméril and Bibron. 1837)

Synonyms:

Order: Sauria

Notes on taxonomy:

Region: 1

Common Names:
Savigny's Agama English

Family: Agamidae

General Information
Biome

Terrestrial

Geographic Range of species:

This species is restricted to the western Negev sands of Israel and the
Gaza Strip, extending westwards across north Sinai to the eastern
margins of the Nile Delta. Populations between the Suez Canal and the
Nile Delta are highly fragmented and have almost been extirpated, with
an estimate of 80% habitat loss in this region. Populations south of Tel
Aviv in Israel are believed to be extinct. It is a lowland species possibly
occurring up to 200m asl.

Conservation Measures:

In Israel it occurs in a few reserves, including Nizzana Sands. In Egypt
it is present in the Zaranik protected area. There is a need to develop
national legislation to protect this species in Egypt, and possibly it
should be protected by international legislation. Protected areas should
be established at important localities for the species. Awareness
raising and community conservation measures are needed for the
conservation of this species.

Species population information:

It is moderately common in Israel, but its range is diminishing due to
habitat loss. This species was reported to be numerous in Egypt by

Flower (1933), it has since declined overall, but it is still locally common
in some localities in Sinai (S. Baha EIl Din pers. comm.)

[ ] Freshwater

[ ] Marine

Habitat and Ecology Information:

It is found in sandy and gravel desert and desert edge habitats, often in
small, stabilised valleys between dunes. It can be encountered in open
steppe-like areas with a good vegetation cover. It is not present in rocky
or stony terrain and is generally not present in cultivated land. It is an
egg-laying species.

Threats:

The threats to this species include a general loss of habitat due to
human settlement, overgrazing, large-scale agricultural expansion, land
reclamation, quarrying, solid waste dumping and off-road vehicles. The
species is also collected for the international pet trade.

Native - Native -

Presence  Presence Extinct Reintroduced Introduced Vagrant
Country Distribution Confirmed  Possible
Egypt O (] O O (m]
Israel (] (] (] (] ]

Native - Native -

Presence  Presence  Extinct Reintroduced Introduced
FAO Marine Habitats Confirmed  Possible
Major Lakes
Major Rivers
Upper Level Habitat Preferences Score Lower Level Habitat Preferences Score
4.5 Grassland - Subtropical/Tropical Dry 1
8.1 Desert - Hot 1

N

8.4 Desert - Semi-Desert (no trees present)

Major threats

Code Description of threat Past PresentFuture
1 Habitat Loss/Degradation (human induced)
11 Agriculture
1.1.1  Crops (]
1.1.1.3 Agro-industry farming ]
1.1.4  Livestock
1.1.4.1 Nomadic
1.3 Extraction
1.3.1  Mining [
1.3.4  Non-woody vegetation collection
1.4 Infrastructure development
1.4.2  Human settlement

Conservation Measures
Code

Conservation measures In place Needed

1 Policy-based actions
1.2 Legislation
1.2.1 Development

1.2.1.1 International level
1.2.1.2 National level

2 Communication and Education
2.2 Awareness

3 Research actions

3.2 Population numbers and range

33
34

Biology and Ecology
Habitat status
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1.4.4 Transport - land/air 3.5 Threats

3 Harvesting (hunting/gathering) 3.6 Uses and harvest levels

35 Cultural/scientific/leisure activities 3.8 Conservation measures

3.5.3 Regional/international trade 3.9 Trends/Monitoring

6 Pollution (affecting habitat and/or species) Habitat and site-based actions

6.2 Land pollution 41 Maintenance/Conservation
6.2.2 Domestic

10 Human disturbance

4.4 Protected areas

4.4.1 Identification of new protected areas
4.4.2 Establishment

4.43 Management

5 Species-based actions

5.3 Sustainable use

5.3.1 Harvest management

5.3.2 Trade management

10.1 Recreation/tourism
10.4  Transport
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Utilisation of Species

Purpose/Type of Use Subsistence National International Other purpose:

13. Pets/display animals, horticulture ] ]

Primary forms removed from the wild 100% >75%  51-75% 26-50%  <25% Other forms removed from the wild:
1. Whole animal/plant (] (] (] (]

Source of specimens in commercial trade 100% >75%  51-75% 26-50% <25% Other source of specimens:

Wild v (m] (] (] (]

Trend in wild offtake/harvest in relation to total wild population numbers over last five years: Stable

Trend in offtake/harvest produced through domestication/cultivation over last five years:
CITES: Not listed

Red Listing
Red List Assessment:  Vulnerable (VU) [ ] Possibly Extinct

Red List Criteria:  A2abcd

Rationale for the Red List Assessment: Listed as Vulnerable because of a population decline, estimated to be more than 30% over the last
three generations, inferred from over-exploitation, shrinkage in distribution, and habitat destruction
and degradation.

Current Population Trend: Decreasing Date of Assessment: 12/17/2004
Assessor(s):  Yehudah Werner and Sherif Baha EIl Din

Notes on Red listing: In Israel it is listed as Vulnerable under criteria A1c and B (1994 IUCN criteria).
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